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The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he remained there for forty days, and
was tempted by Satan. He was with the wild beasts, and the angels looked after him.
After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News
from God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent,

and believe the Good News.’
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<Temptation of Christ>
- Ludwig Ferdinand Schnorr von Carolsfeld, 1847

<Short Reflection>
In the wilderness, Jesus struggled to remain true to his baptism. Right after his baptism,
the heavens were opened, and Jesus saw the Holy Spirit come down upon him. And he

heard God the Father’ saying, "You are my Son, the Beloved, with you I am well pleased’.

[t was Jesus' relationship with God the Father, his faithfulness to God’s calling, that was
being put to the test. The gospel reading says that he was ‘with the wild beasts’ in the
wilderness. The evangelist Mark may be using the image of ‘wild beasts’ to suggest the

difficulty of the test and the intensity of the struggle that Jesus experienced.

Lent is the time when we struggle to remain true to our baptism. It is the time when we
make a special effort to get back onto the path that our baptism calls us to take if we have
drifted from it. Today's reading says that in Jesus' struggle with the wild beasts, he had the
help of angels. The angels looked after him. The angels are the expression of God’s
protective, supportive and caring presence. Jesus was not alone in this time of spiritual

testing in the wilderness: God the Father was with him.

In those times when we find ourselves in a spiritual wilderness, the angels are there
looking after us too. The Lord is also with us to comfort and strengthen us.
The one who was himself tested will help all of us in those times when our own faith is put

to the test.
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Name: Korean Community Church
BSB: 062786
Account Number: 000027424
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